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was paralysed by risings along his line of communications, the
3,000 miles of the Siberian railway. The autumn of 1919 saw
the remnant of Yudenitch's forces driven back into southern
Russia. Koltchak's army was making a disorderly retreat
through Siberia, with resistance blazing up around him, and
the movement of his army utterly disorganized by whole regi-
ments seizing trains assigned to others in order to hurry east-
ward, sometimes abandoning them on a siding when fuel ran
short. In November Omsk, which had been the capital of the
White movement, was in the hands of the Bolsheviks. Koltchak
proclaimed Irkutsk, 1,250 miles farther east, his new capital.
Early in the new year of 1920 he resigned his command to
Denikin. Irkutsk went over to the Reds, and Koltchak was be-
trayed to them by some of his own followers. On the 7th
February he was condemned to death by a Bolshevik court-
martial and shot at Irkutsk.

In the same month of February 1920 the mixed Allied force
that held Odessa was withdrawn and the ruined seaport city
was occupied by the Bolsheviks. A remnant of the White army
was holding out farther east under Wrangel. They were driven
back into the Crimea. By the autumn the hopeless White
campaign ended. WrangeFs army and a mass of White fugi-
tives were embarked on Allied transports and warships and the
Red flag with its device of the sickle and hammer was hoisted
on the forts of Sebastopol. Some 120,000 soldiers and refugees,
including an immense number of women and children, were
brought to Constantinople to be gradually distributed in new
homes in Europe and the Near East.

The tragic failure of the White crusade had consolidated the
Bolshevik power. One of its most momentous results was to
draw together under Lenin's central government all the local
Soviet Republics in Europe and Asia. One disastrous loss was
the downfall of the Republic of the Ukraine. Its government
in the holy city of Kieff, though it was based on the Soviet
(i.e. local committee) organization, was at the outset in the
hands of moderate men, who were opposed to the anti-Christian
policy of the Petrograd and Moscow Bolsheviks. It was the